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University of the Ryukyus Intensive Study Program for FY2025 
 Inter-island Sustainability Educational Program 

in OKINAWA, JAPAN 
 

 
2025  

 
 

Program Description  
The University shall implement the "Inter-island Sustainability Educational Program" 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Program") under the auspices of the Inter-University Exchange 
Project, which is funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(MEXT). The Program aims to raise awareness of common issues shared by the Pacific Island 
Region through international collaboration - with a particular focus on Okinawa, Hawai‘i, and 
Taiwan – in areas such as energy, the environment, international relations, tourism, poverty, 
welfare, immigration, Indigenous culture, and language transmission, to train and develop 
talented individuals imbued with the ability to problem solve through specialized knowledge and 
skills.  

The Intensive Study Program is designed to provide students from the Program’s five 
partner universities (University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo, Kauaʻi Community College, Kapiʻolani 
Community College (United States), National Dong Hwa University and Chinese Culture 
University (Taiwan)) with the opportunity to study for a maximum of up to ten days in Okinawa, 
Japan to acquire first-hand knowledge of sustainability issues concerning Okinawa through a 
series of expert faculty-led lectures and seminars, as well as cultural and educational experiences 
while learning and working collaboratively with students of the University. Participants will also 
engage in online collaborative learning utilizing pre- and post-program training to enhance 
learning outcomes. 
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COIL

Collaborative Online International Learning
 

 
* COIL (Collaborative Online International Learning)  
The program curriculum will feature COIL-based content before and after the main in-person 
component, which shall be held in Okinawa. 
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Eligibility  
University and college students currently enrolled in partner institutions (including those expected 
to graduate in May 2026). 
United States of America:  
University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo, Kaua'i Community College, Kapiʻolani Community College 
Taiwan:  
National Dong Hwa University, Chinese Culture University 
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Number of Participants  
Total: 7 participants 

7  
 
 

Program Period  
August 13 – August 22, 2025 
2025 8 13 8 22  
 
 

Application Conditions  
Participants must fulfill the following conditions.  

 
 
(1) Students of non-Japanese nationality who are enrolled at a partner institution under the Inter-
University Exchange Project-Inter-island Sustainability Educational Program implemented by the 
University of the Ryukyus.  

 
(2) The student’s GPA must be 2.30 or above on a three-point scale for the previous year at the 
time of application. 

3.00 2.30  
 
(3) Students must participate in all program components, including pre and post-programs. 
Students who cannot do so due to unavoidable circumstances such as health issues or lack of 
adequate digital infrastructure must receive instructions on alternative learning from program 
coordinators. 
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(4) Students must be keenly interested in learning about Okinawa and the Pacific Island Region 
and be expected to interact actively with Japanese student participants. Japanese language skills 
are not required for program participation.  

 
 
(5) Students must continue their studies and graduate from their home institutions after 
participation in the Intensive Study Program. 

- Students who plan to terminate their studies or take a leave of absence from their home 
institution will not be eligible.  

- Students expected to enter graduate school in Fall 2025 are not eligible to participate in this 
program. 

 
-  
- 

2025  
 

(6) Upon completion of the program, participants will be requested to assist the University’s Inter-
University Exchange Project by promoting it at their home institutions, such as through requests 
for cooperation in advising and helping future applicants from one’s home institution.  

* Participants may be asked to allow the University to use their photographed images in future 
promotional efforts.   

 
*

 
 
 

Languages Used  
English and Japanese   
* Japanese language proficiency is not required. All program contents in Japanese will be 
supplemented with English translations and/or interpretation.  

 
*  
 

Curriculum Structure  
* The Intensive Study Program’s lectures and group work will be divided into units, each lasting 

1.0 or 1.5 hours. 
* 1 1.5  
   

Pre-program  

Program Lectures and Group Work  

Final Presentation  

Cultural Enrichment  

Post-program  
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Program Outline    
The program includes the following components: pre-program (COIL), post-program, and the 
main intensive study program, which will be conducted in Okinawa (dependent on restrictions on 
international travel). 
 
(1) Program Schedule *Lectures will be notified soon. 

* The Beliefs, Events, and Values Inventory (BEVI) is an online survey tool widely used to 
assess educational programs.  

 
The program consists of pre-program, post-program, and the main training component. The main 
training will be conducted in Okinawa, Japan.  
 

Date Contents 

Pre-Program 
1) Orientation I (including program introduction) 
2) Take the BEVI 

August 13 (Wed) Arrival at Naha Airport 

August 14 (Thu) 
Opening Ceremony 
Welcome Party 
Campus Tour 

August 15 (Fri) 
Lecture 1-Peace, Human Rights, Gender 
Lecture 2-Tourism 

August 16 (Sat) Fieldwork 1 (South part of the Okinawa Island) 

August 17 (Sun)  Free Research Project 

August 18 (Mon) 
Lecture 3-Land Environment 
Lecture 4-Marine Environment  

August 19 (Tue) Fieldwork 2 (North part of the Okinawa Island) 

August 20 (Wed) 
Lecture 5-Program Summary 
Preparation for Presentation 

August 21 (Thu) 
Presentation 
Closing Ceremony and Farewell Party 

August 22 (Fri) Departure from Naha Airport 

Post-Program 
1) Submission of program report 
2) Take the BEVI 
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Pre-Program  
(1) Before the main program, participants must join pre-program sessions with students from the 

University of the Ryukyus. 
Details of pre-program information will be announced to participants over the following months. 

(2) All participants will take the first BEVI* assessment and report their assessment to the program 
coordinator.  

* The Beliefs, Events, and Values Inventory (BEVI) is an online survey tool widely used to 
assess educational programs.  

Post-Program  
(1) All participants must submit a reflection and a program evaluation report within one month of 

completing the main program.  
(2) All participants will take the second BEVI within one week of completing the program and the 

third BEVI three months after it and report their assessment to the program coordinator.  
 

 
1 2 BEVI 3

3 BEVI 2 3
 

 
 

Cost of Participation  
(1) The University of the Ryukyus will cover and pay for the following expenses. 
  (A) Round-trip airfare from the location of your university to Okinawa Prefecture  
     The University of the Ryukyus will book and pay for the airfare. E-tickets will be sent before 

the trip.  
  (B) Transportation within Okinawa Prefecture 
    Transportation from participants’ accommodation to the University campus for your participation 

in the program.  
(2) Participants will be responsible for and pay the following expenses. 
  (A) Accommodation expenses for lodging arranged by the University of the Ryukyus 

*The maximum amount to be borne by the participant is 100,000 yen, and the University of the 

Ryukyus will bear any excess over 100,000 yen. 

*Breakfast is not included in the accommodation plan. 
  (B) Passport application and renewal fees  
  (C) Travel expenses by cab, bus, etc., from home in their home country to the nearest airport 
  (D) Expenses for food and beverages in Okinawa  
  (E) Fees for personal purchases, including souvenirs 
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B  

 

B  
C  
D  
E  

 
 

JASSO Scholarship JASSO  
Participants are eligible for JASSO scholarships as follows. 
  (1) Participating students will receive a one-time scholarship of 80,000 yen from the Japan 

Student Services Organization (JASSO).  
  (2) To receive the scholarship, students must submit a report (two-page A4 size form) to JASSO 

after the program.  
 

 
, 1 ,  

 
 
 

Application Process  
Applicants must submit the application form through their home institution's global 
education/international student office by the stipulated deadline.  
Direct submissions by email and post will not be accepted. 

(1) All forms required for application can be downloaded from the following web page to 
complete the application. 
https://sekaten.skr.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/education/inbound/ 

(2) Applicants must submit the following documents to the person in charge of student exchange 
at their home university by the deadline set by their home university. 
(A) Program application form 
(B) Photocopy of passport page with photo 
(C) Academic transcripts 

(3) Each partner university may recommend up to two applicants to the University of the Ryukyus. 
(4) If there are more than three applicants, the partner university will select two applicants, rank 

them in order of first and second place, and send a set of application documents below to the 
University of the Ryukyus by e-mail. 
(A) Program application form  
(B) Photocopy of passport page with photo 
(C) Certificate of Enrollment from home institution 
(D) Academic transcripts 
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 https://sekaten.skr.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/education/inbound/ 

 
(A)  
(B)  
(C)  
 

 

 
(A)  
(B)  
(C)  
(D)  
 

 
Deadline for partner universities to submit their student recommendations to the 

University of the Ryukyus 
June 13, 2025 (Fri) at 5:00 PM (Japan Standard Time) 
Applicants must familiarize themselves with the respective deadlines for submission and submit 
their applications to the global education/international student office of their home institutions. 
 

 
2025 6 13 17 00  

 
 

Notification of Selection Outcomes  
The University of the Ryukyus will select 7 students from among those applied by each partner 
university. 
Selection results will be announced through email to selected candidates’ respective global 
education/international student offices late-June, 2025. Selection will be based on submitted 
application documents. Details of selection criteria will not be made public.  

7  
2025 6

 
 

Contact  
Inter-island Sustainability Educational Program, Inter-University Exchange Project 
University of the Ryukyus 
1 Senbaru, Nishihara, Okinawa 903-0213, JAPAN 
TEL +81-98-895-8092 E-mail r-sekaten@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp 
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903-0213  

TEL: +81-98-895-8092   Email: r-sekaten@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp  
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2025  
Application Form 

University of the Ryukyus Inter-University Exchange Project 
Intensive Study Program in Okinawa, Japan, for FY2025 

 
DEADLINE from the partner universities to the University of the Ryukyus: June 13, 2025 (5 pm JST)  
Please submit all application documents to the International Office of your home university. 

1  (Personal Details) 

 (Name) 

 
Please fill in the full legal name 
that appears on your passport. 

   

(Last) (First) (Middle) 

 
(Date of Birth) 

   (Year)/               (Month)/              (Day)/ 

 
(Nationality) 

 

 
(Home Institution) 

 

 
(Faculty/Department) 

 

 
(Year of Study, e.g., 

Sophomore, Senior, etc.) 

 
/  

(Expected date of 

graduation year/semester)   

 (year) / 
 (semester) / 

    
(Major) 

 
    

(Minor) 
 

 
(Current Address) 

 

 
(Phone number) 

 

E  
 (E-mail) 

 

Emergency Contact  

 
 (Name) 

 

 
 (Address) 

 

 
(Phone number) 

 
E  
 (E-mail) 
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2 PR  
2 Self Introduction - Please briefly tell us about yourself 

 

 
 

 
 

3 Please describe your motivations for participating in this program. How will this program 
help you achieve your personal, professional, and educational goals? 
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4 Students will learn about inter-island sustainability in the Pacific Island Region using 

collaborative learning styles in this program. How will participating in this program supplement 
your major/minor program(s)? How will participating in this program be beneficial to you in the 
future? 
 

 
 

 
 

5 Have you been actively involved in community activities, e.g., student clubs and volunteer 
activities? Please list the activities and describe your contributions. 
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* All participants must submit a written report (approximately 1-2 single-spaced pages, in 
Microsoft Word, via e-mail attachment) describing achievements in the program and program 
reflections. The report should also evaluate the outcome(s) of participating in the program and 
address how the program contributes to participants' academic careers. All participants must 
also take the BEVI assessment test within three months after the end of the program.   

I acknowledge and accept all conditions concerning my application for the University of the 
Ryukyus Intensive Study Program for FY2025 in Okinawa, Japan. 
 
Participant signature (Please sign by hand) _______________________________      
 
Date __________________                                                                                           
  

 
 


